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an extent that no meaningful Internationa! Search can be carried out, specifically: 
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3. \^\ Claims Nos.: 
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Claims Nos. : 7-47 



The subject matter of claims 7-47 relates to features which do not appear 
to define an apparatus or method to an extent that the invention for 
which protection is sought can be fully understood or reliably 
reproduced. 

Independent claim 7 relates to a computer program with "means to 
determine the orientation". The means are not further defined. Reference 
is made to a projectile, which as such cannot be part of the claimed 
computer program. The wording appears to relate to the desired result, 
not to the features required to achieve it. 

Independent claim 9 relates to a "method of determining the placement of 
orientation identifiers". Several of the terms used in the claim are not 
defined. What is an "orientation identifier"? How can the "uniqueness" of 
a configuration of such identifiers be determined? How is "viewable" 
defined? How are the "different orientations" defined, with regard to 
which reference, which and how many of such orientations should be 
tested? How can the set of identifiers be "simplified" ? How and when 
should be method be terminated? 

Additionally, the subject matter according to claim 9 seems to extend far 

beyond the scope of the examples given in the description. 

It is also doubtful whether the claimed subject matter merely relates to 

an algorithm, and whether there is a common inventive concept linking 

such an identifier placement method with a projectile flight measurement 

method. 

Independent claim 33 relates to a "minimal set of orientation 
identifiers" having a "unique configuration for every orientation from 
any fixed perspective". This claim defines the invention in terms of the 
object to be achieved, rather than in ascertainable technical features. 
How should someone verify that a set of orientation identifiers meets the 
"minimal set" condition? 

Claim 39 relates to a "method of marking", defined by "applying an 
appropriate algorithm". 

Also this claim defines the subject matter in terms of the object to be 
achieved, and not by the technical features required to arrive at the 
desired result. 

Claim 47 makes reference to the marking methods, and therefore could be 
regarded as a dependent claim. However, it defines the system in terms of 
a processing means "being cognisant of the essentials of the marking 
method", which is no ascertainable technical feature, and does not 
specify the essential features required to derive velocity and spin on 
the basis of a defined set of markings. 

It is noted that also the depedent claims do not appear to identify the 
invention to be protected in a better way. 

The requirement of verifying that a set of identifiers is unique "for 
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every orientation and from any perspective" appears to involve an 
infinite number of sub-calculations. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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